Squamous cell carcinoma of the breast following silicone injection of the breasts.
During the 1960s, injecting liquid silicone into the breasts for augmentation purposes was a common practice. Many women suffered complications, usually developing silicone mastopathy, but there have been reports of carcinoma as well. A case of squamous cell carcinoma of the breast is reported in a patient who had previously undergone injection of silicone into the breasts. Upon review of the literature, this is only the second reported case of squamous cell carcinoma of the breast following silicone injection. Squamous cell carcinoma of the breast is a very rare tumor comprising 0.04 to 0.075 percent of all breast malignancies. The tumor appears to develop from metaplasia of benign epithelial cells within the breast. Many theories are presented for the development of this metaplastic process. The clinical presentation, evaluation, and treatment of squamous cell carcinoma of the breast is quite similar to that of infiltrating ductal carcinoma of the breast of comparable stage and size.